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JOINING HALYCHYNA DIVISION REFLECTED IN ITS FORMER MEMBERS MEMORY
(BASED ON THE ORAL STORY MATERIAL)
This year is the 60-th anniversary of the official creation of the Halychyna Division.  It seems there was enough time to form an appropriate public opinion about the activity of this military formation and to fulfill blind spots, but political games and manipulations around it remind active even now.  Particularly, not for the first time there is a floor opened for the discussions in press and on internet sites, including the Russians ones.  This time the cause for this was an official appeal of the Ternopil Oblast Rada to the President of Ukraine about granting the Division veterans the status of the fighters for Ukraine’s freedom.
  Couple of weeks beforeward the ambiguous reaction was evoked by the city lights:  "Halychyna Division – they struggled for Ukraine."
2 The recent appearance of the book “Halychyna Division in questions and answers of the veterans” (the project of the site maidan.org.ua; three former Division participants were talked to
) was described in the Russian mass-media as another “attempt to rehabilitate the fascism and its helpers.
”  Interestingly enough, all this took place in media during the period of the last six months, which means, that there is a need of the further public discussion and studying of this phenomenon and its place in the Ukrainian history of the World War II period.         

On the pages of the journal’s forum “Ukraina moderna,” devoted to “The War of Winners and Defeaters” («Війні переможців і переможених») the scientists stated plenty of times the need to bring to the first site actually the Human Being.  The special attention should be paid to the problem of collaboration during the war.  In particular, the Polish historian Djegosh Motyka stresses out that individual motivation has to be the main criteria for how the given case of the collaboration needs to be treated, whether it actually was a collaboration or not, and not to take under consideration the fact alone of the participation in the formations, created under the German’s aegis.
 (5)  To concider the couses of joining the Halychuna Division by every yang boy / man from all possible ungles seems to be the most important task today, since it is the exact approach, which would aloud to compare the official version of the WWII history, written in the Victory context, with the personal tragedies and feelings of the actual participants of those events.            
In this article I would like to make some preliminary findings, which I have reached during my work on the oral history Halychyna Division through its former soldiers eyes project, and have to be confirmed by further research until it is still possible (the veterans are not getting any yanger).  The clarification (or at least an attempt to understand) the individual motivation “then and there” is an extremely ambiguous, complicated aim, which requires complex approach to be applied.  It is getting even more complicated since it is being based on the sources of a very subjective nature: oral stories, memories, letters etc.
   In this project until now 23 interviews were received, twenty one person who belong to the Halychyna Brotherhood (Halytske Bratstvo) of the former Division and / or UIA (UPA) soldiers was interviewed.  We were looking for the respondents in several ways.  Usually we were establishing contacts with heads of the stanytsi of the Halychian Brotherhood (“stanytsi Halytskoho Bratstva), who played the role of the connecting link with other fraternity members.  The most fruitful work turned to be with the head of the Ivano-Frankivska stanytsya Mr. Volodymyr Malkosh.  It helped that Ivanofrankivska stanytsya has its own place and office hours established there.  Actually, Mr. Volodymyr personally helped me to find the respondents and set up the appointments, that is why I was not in contact with interviewees before the interviews took place.  The scenario of my cooperation with Mr. Bohdan Stasiv, the Head of the Ternopil stanytsya went in a different way.  It is important to note, that he was exactly the first Divisioner I made an interview with.  After we had discussed the situation in the stanytsya and put up the list of the potential story tellers in Ternopil and Lviv oblasts, with whom the personal contact was established immediately before the interviews.  Thanks to Mr. Bohdan the research extended in the Lviv oblast as well.  After the Brotherhood’s Active Committee meeting ended Mr. Mykhaylo Bendyna invited me to be introduced to some of the Brotherhood members – that is when the direct contacts with them was established. 
For the full-bodied existence everybody needs to have its own “history.”  It is exactly the story, which respondent tells about its own life he/she leaved;  “the history that is told as honestly and in details as possible, about everything, that mind kept and everything the interviewee want (-underlined by myself – O.T.) to say about itself to others.
”(6)   The narrative / text we receive as a result of the interview incorporate this “life story” and it is a basic source for the further analysis.  Of course, the narrative is not a document, which just fixes facts and events of the past, because the respondents offer their personal understanding and vision of the past and its interpretation.  Such story is never being accomplished.  It is not about the people’s ability to forget, misinterpret facts, confuse names, imagine, and desire to show itself in this or that light etc., it is about that every story gives us its own version of the story, its own look at it.  These different versions of the stories overlap and being putted together thanks to their poly-variativiety create a common (plousible) vision of the past.
(7)      
That is why it is necessary to count on the factors, which directly influence the intonation, content, emotions and openness of the story teller.  First and foremost it is about the life passage.  The fate of all respondents followed a similar scenario (studying - youth organization membership – joining the Division – military training – Brody Battle / combat tasks / UIA – captivity /arrest), with the same end for everybody – in the Stalins camps.  Joining the Division was exactly that key moment of their lives, which provoked and became a center point for the rest of the events in the future.
The belonging to a certaine social group – the Halician Brotherhood of the former solders of the 1st Ukrainian Division of the Ukrainian National Army and the UIA (UPA) Brotherhood influences the memory of the former solders of the Halychyna Division, and by the same token influences the memory of the entire society.  Herald Welcer says, that the discussions among the group members, the stories exchange help to reconfigure them in such a way that every member in the end of the day gets more or less the same set of the similar stories 
(8) The divisioners also have their own “memory spots”.  The only difference is that the ex-combats do not represent the entire society today, but only its tiny segment within the Halichian local community.     
 While it exists the Halician Brotherhood developed several commemorational ceremonies:  the Brody Battle yearly celebrations in July, which take place near Ozhydiv, Lviv oblast, UPA founding celebrations, monuments naming, prayers and celebrations over the mass graves, the Heroes Celebration etc. to remind the community about its identity, first of all the collective one.  Such events usually take place near the “memorial places,” enforcing the effect of the unity and the collective feelings.  Let’s say, the town of Ozhydiv in Lviv oblast was chosen for the reason, because the dramatic Brody Battle took place in this very region in 1943.  It is exactly here, on July the 22nd those of the Division members, who could not managed to come out from encircle, got captivated by Soviets.  The chapel and the memorial crosses are built here by members of the Halician Brotherhood and by the Executive Committee of the Brotherhood in Canada.  There is a similar memorial place in Lviv, on the Lychakivske Semitary.  One can say, that in such a manner the elder generation keeps the memories of its own youth’s, recalls the vicinity, and pass to the youngsters the memories about the country.  The date of July the 22nd is the most canonized celebration, especially for the former Division combats.  According to Paul Conertone the embodiment of any event or appearance in the shape of a ritual makes the life meaningful, transmeets cense to the plentitude of actions and steps, shapes the value system for the entire community.
 (9)            
   
Besides, the quiet restriction to talk publicly about their own past as being “enemies of the people” and “treasonous” during the Soviet times, the comparison of their status and the status of other war participants – the Red Army veterans, who leave in already independent Ukraine - doesn’t help to reach the mutual understanding with the state, which still uses the Peremoha rhetoric.  All respondents sentenced in the Soviet camps and after Ukraine became independent not everyone though was rehabilitated.
  Vasyl Tymchyshyn was the only “lucky one,” who was not caught after “legalization.
”  It helped, that he joined the Division not from his native village, but from the place, where he was studying, and that is why in his opinion nobody in his village knew about what happened and could not have confirmed where he was at that time.
  As a result the main motive for the former Division members to tell the story seems to be the legitimacy of their community and their own selves in the official discourse frame.                
    
Raingart Kozelek meaningfully noticed that every story comes into being in certain surrounding, which has certain experience and certain expectations:  “there is no story, which would be produced beyond the peoples experience and the expectations, which are acting or suffering in it, ”
 and “the tension, that exists between the experience and the expectations provokes new decisions every time.” 
  Twisting with each other the experience and the expectations are becoming inseparable:  there is no experience without the expectations and there are no expectations without experience.
  The experience of every person is being transmitted through the next generations or institutions, and it always contains and preserves somebody else’s experience.
     

    
These thoughts of the outstanding scientist lead us to the question: what kind of “space of the experience” and the “horizon of expectations” had former Division members back in that very moment of  the late spring – early fall of 1943, what pushed them, 17-22 years old yang boys to join the Division?  The statistics is very telling: for the first two months of the recruiting company 81,999 people agreed to become a member, most of them were quait educated yang men – gymnasium and university students, community and underground activists.
  By that time the experience of the yang people contained their personal memories about leaving under three different regimes and the reflections of the memories of their fathers and grandfathers about UHA and WUNR (UHA, ZUNR), First World War and Austrian times.  Taking into account what was done by scientists in this realm, it seems to be appropriate just to sum up the specifics of this experience stressing out the “image of the enemy” and the nationalistic set of mind of the interwar generation of Halychians.                  
The process of the formation of everybody’s “self” is inseparably connected with the process of formation of the “others”, that is why the “self” is constantly looking for the communities, groups, even the nations, if you wish, in order to make them “the others.”
  In the yaes of Halychian people such “others” / “enemies” became every new authority in 1930th – beginning 1940th years: relatively long period of the Polish rule was replaced by the short period of Soviet and German occupations.  No wander, that every next regime the population welcomed by “salt & bread,” hoping for the better life.  The main function of the “enemy image” – is to point out who or what creates a threat for the societal or the personal wellbeing.  The existence of the “enemy” makes possible the broad mobilization of the people in order to fight it, and creates the general atmosphere of the fright and hateridge, 
 (which on its own turn was used by other forces.)               

The policy of every new regime generated among Halychian people the cense of the second hand quality, “otherness,” and inferiority complex by its anti-Ukrainian focusing and aforts either to polonaise or to sovietize them, as well as by the absence of any lost to influence the state policy.  There is no better way to understand what kind of the authority you deal with than to compare – it is a basic criteria that lead people in their attitude towards the regimes.  During the Polish State times the obvious enemy in the ayes of population was “Polish pan.”
 (20) “First Soviets” - the “freedom givers” - by its urgent and mass repressive actions, forcify deportations, and by the reconstruction of the agriculture sector touched upon all levels of the society and everybody personally.  The antagonism was exaggerated by cultural and mental differences.
  The relative “softness” of the German regime in comparison to the Soviet one, the absence of the direct representatives of the authorities in Halychian villages brought about that in 1943 in front of the threat of the appearance of the main “enemy,” which was the Soviet regime, it did not take much to mobilize the vast majority of the population to fight it, even on the side of another enemy – the Natzi Germany.  Thanks to the previous experience and realities of the German occupation Ukrainian people started to figure out only now that in order to be in the position of a master of your life and to make sure that you will not be bitten by poles, or moskals, or “germens”, or not to be hung by madyars you have to be independent.”
  Comparing to the Soviets the German regime was much wicker.  That is why the German even being an enemy did not become the major enemy for the Halychian people.”
 (23)          

Another important part, that provoked and pushed towards certain decisions, was the nationalistic set of mind of the interwar generation of Halychians. Although the state policy of Poland was directed towards enforcing of the Polonization police in the Eastern borderlands, the social activity of the Ukrainians was not totally restricted.  That is why it was the exact period of time of Rzech Pospolita, when the basis for the youth set of mind was founded, which became even stronger during the times of the Soviet and German occupations.  According to Anthony Smith the main functions of the national identity are the following: it helps to overcome the forgetting among the community / nation members through the ancestors, makes possible to renovate the collective self-respect through the appeal to the poetized “old good times” and the brotherhood inside the community through the symbols, rituals and ceremonies, which tie the living and the dead community members
.  (24)  If there is no its own national school in the community, then the forming of the national identity goes not through the institutional or governmental entities, but through  the church, family, NGO’s, societal, youth organizations, and…hromadas
.         (25)           
The role of the community and youth organizations (Prosvita, Plast, Cich, Sokil, Luh, OUN and the youth net OUN etc. and their events) can not be overpriced, since it is exactly them, who was influencing upbringing of the yang people and spreading the national ideas among masses, who was also aggressively cooperated with the Ukrainian schools, Greek –Catholic church and the community organizations and were the source for the recruiting of the new members for such radical national organizations, as OUN, although the OUN tried to develop its own network, especially under the Soviet and the German occupations.  As the former Plast members recall: “…it was the Plast, where we were taught, that later on, when we would became mature, we will join the Organization.”
                 
The significance of 1917-1921 the Emancipation Struggle is being appriciated by the society from the point of view of the existence of the state.  It helped to create the cult of the Emancipation Struggle, which made the national conciseness deeper, brought about the people’s political activity, which was especially true for the yang generation.  Since the low level of the concisenesswas seing as the main cause for the defeat (this question was intensively discussed in the Ukrainian environment), then one of the main directions for the OUN activity become enlightening, education, and propagandistic work.
  Vasyl Uchach states, that the main force of the nearly all youth organizations were exactly those of the OUN members, who in 90% of cases were the performers and the inspirers of the work of these organizations.
    Also, using the “enemy image” as “the alien,” “the other,” as such, that one has to fight against and which was created “from the below,” the OUN gained wide support of the population (* and started to attract)               
The world view of the interwar Halichian generation was formed on the Dontsov’s ideas, who defined the criteria system, which this generation used in its approaches to the reality and greate deal of which was taken by the OUN leadership.  The youth percept these ideas with no reservations and “in the one way, just the way it was written there, we had no other sentences or judgments, it was not like that during the process of the studying of the educational materials any other discussions would occure or something. 
’  The yang people, inspired by its youth enthusiasm, “did not have any other thought or doubt about possibility to think another way or not to believe.  Well, we trusted our leadership, because we knew their past.”
  As the contemporary said: “Dontsov’s ideas are so much absorbed by our community, that they sort of entered our subconscious now
”                     
    
In words of those researchers, who is dealing with “current nationalism” issues, and the Dontsov’s researchers the success of his ideology can be explained by its superficial nature and its orientation towards the average intellect.  It is of a special meaning, because the society leaved in times of  the “total nivelation and the values change,” it was going through the defeat of the Emancipation Struggle, but the nationalism was the ideology, that offered the clear cut truths, which were easy to get and to be understood by everybody
.    
Under the German occupation the underground warfare increased, spreading more among yang people.  In particular, the most of the respondents joined OUN specifically in 1941-1943.  It became possible because of slow establishing of the local German authority rule, and it also gave a foundation to state “when we were under Germans, than all of us were disciplinized in the Ukrainian spirit,
” “you could’ve lied on Germans, you know, you could’ve hided from him where ever you wanted,”
  “Germans did not invent that part (cultural life. – O.T.), they did not show up in the village, it was the village, where everybody did what ever they wanted
”.      
The analysis of our data is very speaking: twelve respondents were involved in the intensive social activity as the OUN youth network (6 people) and / or youth organizations, such as Plast, Dorist, Sokil, Prosvita (9 people), related to OUN.  Besides, 9 respondents had fathers, who were related to the army during the 1st World War (whether it was Austrian Army / or “USS/UHA” Legion).  Also, 9 people had fathers in a high status (an executive, a railway clerk, a teacher, a lower, a town major) or it could be an acting head of the local Prosvita office or a reading room.  The Division members always tell in their oral stories, that it was conscious and educate gymnasium yang people who joined the Division.  In this data we can follow same tendency.          
    
Using these interviews as a basis, let us try to draw an “ideal” portrait of the yang man as of 1942-1943 on the eve of his entering Divisio Halychyna or UPA.  It was a guy 16-23 years old, idealistic, maximalist (which is not rare when you are yang) and romantic, who was looking for the glory and energy explosion, especially during the war times. There was a refrain in his head: “Or you get the Ukrainian state, or you will die in the struggle for it” (it resulted in the membership in Plast, OUN network, close familiarity with Ukrainian history etc.)  This guy could not clearly explain to himself a lot of important questions.  Why can’t he speak his native language everywhere?  Why it is necessary for him to become a Polishman or a member of the”happy Soviet family,” and in the case of a disagreement he will loose the job at the best, and if worse come to worse – he would be taken away from his home nobody knows where?  Why Germans bit uncle Mychaylo for crossing the street in the wrong place: isn’t it was possible just to explain (I witnessed the shouting of the 11 people in Pidhaytsi during the market time, who went to UPA for the training “following the ropes?”
  How dare they to think that they are better then I am? Why do they think, that I am not like evybody else? That I am not as good as they are?  Such thoughts evoked the inner resistance and disagreement with the given order of things.  He also liked to read about glorious kozaks, listen to his father’s and grand father’s recollections about the Emancipation Struggle to prepare celebrations of the remarkable dates and to participate in those events.  In 1943 this guy either was studying or /and had paid job or was working forcefully, or/and was helping his parents to run the household.  He wanted to change the existing order of things, to get away from this reality, which took away (*stall ) the opportunities for him to realize himself.  That is why, when such an opportunity occurred, he took into account the suggestions his older brothers in arms gave him and being inspired by colleagues example, moved to “the forest” for the UPA training or to the Division Halychyna.                  

    
Another key factor is the propagandistic company in favor of joining the Division.  Even the creation of the Division was initiated by German occupational administration, it was the Ukrainian Central Committee and the Military Administration, who dealt closely with the volunteers recruiting process and coordinated it, as well as with the public relations.  The Military Administration was created on April 15 in order to set up the organizing work.
  As Volodymyr Kubiyovych proposed, the the Military Administration (MA) was formed out from the former participants of the Emancipation Struggle, most of them were former UHA officers.  According to the governor’s decision the respocibility for the recruiting process laid on the Military Administration and the leadership of it undertook the Ukrainian German Alfred Bizantz
  It was exactly him, who must to recruit volunteers to the Division.  For this purpose the special propaganda department and the department of new arrivals (orientation, conviencing) were organized, the lead of which undertook respectively Mychaylo Kushnir (former UHA hundred commander) and the engineer Mychaylo Chronov’jat (hundred, the UHA kurin commander, the Sambor starshyna school principal.)
          

The lessons of the 1917-1921 events influenced a lot the decision of the UCC leadership to support the idea of the Division creation.  Kubiyovych and his colleagues were sure that it was exactly the lack of the well prepared army that did not aloud Ukrainians to create their own state after World War 1.  It reminded of the situation after the defeat of the Triple Union and empires’s disintegration, when the chaos ruled and the new state entities came into being.
  Besides, “keeping in mind our high expectations, we were conscious that the Division will be created any way weather with us or without us”.
  According to Volodymyr Kubiyovych the idea of the Division attracted part of the Ukrainian politicians, since the Germans, who used to recruited / took away for their own purposes to the police, security, constructions battalions, work etc, would keep doing it.  For example, Kubiyovych recalls, that for the first time the idea to create the Division he learned from colonel Bizanets in early March of the year of 1943 in Krakow: his informations … were…quiet chaotic and too enthusiastic.  He was dreaming already about the “Ukrainian Army.”
  

The creation of the Division and the UCC’s participation in it permitted to formulate certain political requirements about the Ukrainians and to try get some yields.
  The thesis that UCC and MA were led by was simple and colud be heard during the Administration meetings not once: “Germans are doing for us something, we also have to do something for them,”
 meaning - favor for the favor.  After the military defeats on the war theatre there was no trust in German’s victory anymore, but there were very few people, that believed in the Soviet Union victory also.  Djojik Ivan, for example, recalls, that after Stalingrad battle villagers were saying, that Germans will use the nuclear bomb and the USSR will crashed. 
   
Thus, the Military Administration with an immediate support of the UCC and the German administration were responsible for the successful recruitment of the volunteers for the Division.  We can single out several features of the propaganda they used for the recruitment:

- anti-Soviet orientation;

- direct pointing the USSR as the main enemy of Halychians, which should be fighted;
-The appeal to the heroism of the Emancipation Struggle;

-Appeal to the human values: defend of the Motherland, family, future.

- Support of the Division by different influential people.  Their presence became an important catalyst and, in a way, one of the methods of the propaganda;
The biggest celebrations to honor the creation of the Division took place in Lviv on April, 28, 1943 near the Opera Theatre.  All speakers (Kubiyovych, Chronvyat, Laba) stressed out the importance of the struggle with bolshevism, and the governor Vechter also added: “…only armed nations write their history by themselves and decide on their future.”
  Ten similar manifestations took place in big cities and smaller towns of the district “Halychyna.” 

The German administration had different expectations about founding the divisions. Rite after the official announcement about its creation Vechter spread out secret instructions about the recruiting of volunteers.  In particular, it was said there, that by this act the Ukrainians are joining the struggle against the USSR, but by no means it does not speak to or create any illusions that Germans are in need of Ukrainians help or that Ukrainians are their allays.
   That is why the illusions of the Ukrainian politicians, who are interested in the creation of the Division is an evidence of their political immaturity – on the one hand, and of the hope for the restoration of the Ukrainian state the society was saturated with – on the other.
The Central Committee Press Bureau and the MA undertook a broad propagandistic effort for joining the Division.  The materials were sending to various publishers, censored by the German administration, of course, and were the priority position was kept by the popular daily papers “Lvivski visti” and “Krakivski visti.”  In particular, till May, 10 there were 95 publications transferred.
  We can point the following spacy articles with such symbolic titles as “Batkivshchyna klyche,”
    “Heroyskyi duch dovede do peremohy,”
 “Zi zbroeyu v rukach,”
 “U svidomosti spilnych zavdan,”
 “Ispyt hromadskoi zrilosti”
 etc.
In one of the MA orders we can see very clear instructions how to place the propagandistic materials under the popular by then moto “from chata to chata – from hands to hands”: “stick near the church, on the municipal administration building, on the YOT* building and on the cooperatives,” it also says that the poster have to placed not only on the buildings, but on the bolsheviks tanks, left along the roads.
 Most of them are characterized by the anti-bolshevics themes, joined by the appeals to fight for the Motherland, house, family.
  Another element was the analogy with the YCC Legion and the Ukrainian Halychian Army, since this topic received the strongest response in the people’s hearts.  One of the posters signed by the Governor-General Vechter suggests to  join the Division in the following way: 
Halychian-Ukrainian youth!  By this you get the right, you are called by this to fight your mortal enemy-bolshevic, to fight for the faith and the Motherland, for your families, for the native fields, for the just order in victorious, new Europe”
  

  
In the “Instructions for the SS hunters of the Striletska Division “Halychyna” in point 1 is shown:
“The SS hanter of the Striletska Division “Halychyna” is called to fight for its own land, for the fight against bolshevism, for the fight against the threat which comes from the Asian steppe.  He is called to keep the Ukrainian people tradition of the struggle for the culture of the European people.  The reception to… Division is a highest honor.  It obliges you for the perfect behaviour…”
  

The interesting fact is the following – there are two fliers in *ЦДАВОУ, which are different in size but with almost identical texts.  One of them is in colour, but impersonal, contains appeal: “Furer Adolf Hitler calls you.”  While in the other – the black and white one - these lines are missing.  It is exactly the flier, which is signed by the head of the Halychyna Military Administration Alfred Bizanets and by its other members.”
   
The appeal to the anti-Soviet rhetoric was typical for onother processes, not just for the recruiting one.  It was used during the training too.  I particular, on 15 July, 1943 the the Head-quarter for the Division formation released a daily order for the volunteers, where among other things was a notice: “Show by your march and your discipline … that you belong to the SS armament and you following the great examples of the combatants of the Halychian Emancipation Army and you are ready to show, as they did, same type of the sacrifice, discipline, and braveness.”
  And one of the appeals to the SS youth was: “Do the the testament of Kruty heroes,” “Help struggle the worst enemy of your people - bolshevism.”
             

Volodymyr Kubiyovych recalls, that in the Division file he found: “first conversation spent with the highest authority for Ukrainians – bishop Andrey – and heard from him same words, which I heard in the 1941 summer: There is no price, which colud not be paid for the creation of the Ukrainian Army.”
  A lot of the former participants of the Emancipation Struggle responded to the appeal to join the Division and propagaded its conception, because it was a possibility to get an armament and an army training in a legal way.  
The understanding that Germany could loose the war on the one hand, and the analogy with the WWI on the other hand, firmed the hope and believes that the Division will become a beginning of the future, of the actual Ukrainian Army, the army which would play the same role, as the USS Legion played on its own time.  There was also an opinion, that in case of the victory of the USSR, the democratic countries, such as USA, Grate Britain will open the third front against the Soviet Union and will be forced to see Ukrainians as certain force, which would have its own army.
  A lot of them doubted whether the circumstances will be favorable enough, like it happened in 1918.  But the doubts did not stop them to go to the Division and take their sons with them, since “this is an opportunity, which could not be missed and you have to take a risk, despite the possible negative aftermath.”
  
The participants of the Emancipation Struggle not just encouraged youth to join the Division, but their personal behavior served as an example.
  For most of them it was a crucial step.  Besides, in the villages it was the priests who put on themselves this function: “Pronounced in the cermon, that there is a division being organized and it is a right thing to do to go there, if we want to have a state.”
  In the town “Chortkiv” “the principal took all our class in an organized manner to the recruiting point.  Can you imagine?  And nobody ran away, all of us, the entire class, went to register.  In the gymnasium was the same.”
               
 
At the same time the German administration tried to make sure that the joining the Division would be received by the community positively, as the best alternative under the war circumstances.  In particular, Vechter stressed out, that those, who would finish the construction in “Service to the Motherland,” which all mail population, who was capable of working, forcefully was connected to.  Those, who were just recently called to work for the Reich, could go to the Division upon their own choice.  Speaking of the Ukrainian police we have to say that its members were not permitted to do it, since the police has to do its own job and it is an important element to keep the order.
  All of those, who were excepted to the Division, have gotten an IDs , which released them from work in Germany until they were called for the army service.
  
    
Extra plus for this service were the promises to assure the deasant salary, food, the support for the volunteers families on the same level as Germans had.”
  In particular, on May 3, 1943 Vechter spread the instruction “About equalizing of the Division volunteers and the Germany families in their support rights.”
  In the reality the situation with support did not look as good as it was promised.  The first problems created the understanding of what, who, when, and how much should be getting.  The expectations of the population did not coincide with a real size of the support; such situation appeared, because for the Germans, who served on the territory of the Reich, the size of the support was different than the one they were getting out of the territory and which was bigger.  And it was exactly the size of the support that the Divisioners families were hoping to receive. 
  According to the order of October the 30th, the parents of those yang men, who were not done with their studying and it was, actually the reason why they could not support their parents, because in this case the son’s entrance to the Division would not mean the loss of the main bread-winner.
 And it was exactly the category, where almost all of our respondents belonged to.  Then it is small wonder that one of the mothers wrote a letter to MA, which contained the following lines: “now we sale the last clothes in our households and take (*) to the houseband and the son, it is unbearable for us to think about their misfortunates, that they eat lentil soup and unpeeled potato there…  Think, what kind of solders they are and how can they think about the front line, if their wives are crying because they are hungry.”
  As the hundred commander Dmytro Ferkunyaka explained, the main cause for the deserters to run from the Division – it is a hard family situation.
                 

As we can see, the anti-Soviet rhetoric was the essence in the pro-Division propaganda.  Along with an appeal for the all people values and the example of the famous people it really had a grandiose success – during the first two months of the recruiting compain 80 thousand people agreed to join the Division.  Even the Germans were surprised.  As Taras Hunchak points out, the slogan “All to the Division” and the enthusiasm of the society caused the mass volunteering of 40-50 years old people, who followed the UCC order and tried to be an example for the others; never the less they also hoped in such a way to get a release from the military service later on.
   .      
  A lot of parents agreed with the choice their sons have made: “the father, having me as the only son, did not forbid me to become a volunteer…  His words were: “There was a time, when I also was a volunteer in the Ukrainian Army and got back home safely.  With a Got help you will also come back.”
  But not all of the parents appreciated their sons’ choice.  In particular, the father of Zenon Vrublevsky was in a strong disagreement with a decision of his two sons, but did not preach them.
  In this respect the discussion of such a decision, which one can read in letters, exchanged between the father and the son about the reasons to join the Division, dated by May 22, 1943, which also illustrates the state of mind that the yang people had.  The son writes to his father: “You are blaming me all the time, that what I have done is wrong, and that I am a bad person… If I would’ve stayed I maybe would’ve be a bad person for our common mother – our people – our Fatherland…  I hate our grave diggers, the grave diggers of the entire Europe, the whal world – the bolsheviks,… and you are not aloud to forbid me to destroy zhydkomunu – those who during 25 years suppressed us, sent as out, killed our brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers…  So, the right we’ve goten has to consolidate all of us.  Of course, 1 division will not make much.  There will be two or three and maybe even more of those divisions.  If we won then we will have a right to vote in the process of the creation of New Europe, building a new home.  And if we are not lucky, then we will not have guilt feelings or reproaches.  Otherwise I would’ve faced a clear quastion: “You had your chance to defend your people and you did not do it.  Why?”…
               
As we can see there was an important question for yang people – to go or not to go to the Division, and often even parents could not influence their decision.  The choice problem frequently was a subject for the discussions:  “Why, guys, first you agreed and now you have doubts?  - “It is not clear whom to listen to.  There are people from the Ukrainian Committee coming over, they tell us to go to the Division in order to have our own army…  But yang guys from the Organization are coming also, and they say not to go, because the Germans treat us as a cannon fodder. It is same people, who worked closely with Germans, who were saying, that we will have Ukraine…”  “The agreement to go to the Division was a free will, nobody pushed you.”  “Whether we were forced or not, but any way if there would not be the Division they would’ve took us to work in Germany or to “bawdinst” [costructions service in Germany – O.T.]   “So, I will go and stand up in front of the Commission – it will be easier to breath this way, when you have a gun.”
  “There was no free life in here, they recruited people.  Either way, or they forced us to go to the forest and it was called “partyzanka”, or they took people for work.  There was hunting after hunting…  There was a chance to enter the police, but then one also should have certain features – literacy, high and so on, it was not that easy yet.  One should acquire same qualities in case going to the military guards.  And the youth was not in a strong position to show off.  Whether you wanted or not, you had to decide…  What was attracting on the first place, it is that the one going to the army would not go to the woods, and it was better, I could imagine what it was like – I knew those who were going to the woods.  Mostly they were hiding from hunting, and then they used to leave like this.”
              
    
A lot of Ukrainians joined the Division listening to their OUN advisers, since they already belonged to the OUN youth network and other patriotically oriented organizations and their perception towards the underground movement was already wellformed.  As we can see, the important factor to join the Division was the lack of choice for the conscience youth, because UPA was in the formatting stage by that time and existed as the separate self-defense units
 and objectively could not arm and train these people.  Moreover, in some places the local OUN representatives popularized the idea of joining the Division.  In May 1944  (!) the OUN representative said on the youth meeting: “Those, who has a full set of an ammunition should go to the UPA, and those, who does not, should volunteer in the Division, because there is a need to have our people there to.”
  Same words were heard by the yang men in 1943 and we have their evidences about it.
    The hundred commanders Bohdan Pidhayny, Michaylo Maletsky, Levytsky and ensign Kachmar had e private conversation with Roman Shuchevych, who, according to them, planned to have at least 1 OUN member on every 7 Division soldiers.
  There were the cases like this: “the brother went to the UPA and talled me – Denys, go there.”
 Besides, not everybody wanted and was capable of being a partisan.  Taras Mychaylo recalls the occasion, when as an OUN youth organization member he had to spend couple of days in the hide place, because there was a Germans hunting threat.  After he came out of there, he said: “You know what, Vasylyu, I better die, but will not scroll again in that hall.”
  After Lavruk Pavlo signed in as a volunteer for the Division, there was an OUN man, who contacted him in couple of days, saying that he has to get ready to go to Volyn to Bulba – Borovets; but since he [P.L.] has already registered for the Division, he heard up this: “Fine, go there, remember, that you are from the OUN and in case we need you, we will find you.”
                 

In spite of the May-June 1943 euphoria the enthusiasm among population and the potential Division recruitees began to decrease towards the end of the second half of the year.  In a big part it was so, because of the military defeats on the front line, which approached Halychyna, the anti-Division propaganda from the OUN-UIA side (their well known bulletin “In the Waffen Grenadier Division of the SS Galizien (1st Ukrainian) surrounding” («Довкруги СС стрілецької дивізії «Галичина») and the poles.  In particular, during this time the UIA commanders in chief fliers-appeals to the “German military units volunteers,” wich called to follow up the armed struggle, were aggressively spreading out in the UIA lines.
  
In the beginning of October there was a disappointment, mostly on the side of the German administration: “Some of the recrutees do not show up, some of them are running away.”  Also, a lot of the recruitees were informed that if they would not show up they would be treated as deserteres.
 Along the problem of the common decrease of the volunteers’ amount another problem appeared: not all of those, who got the invitation to the volunteers registration point showed up there.
 The very speaking situation is, that from the Kolomuya District 2545 people had to move for the training on  October 10, 1943, but only 967,
 on Lemkivshchyna 180 out of 400 people came.  That is why the MA representatives went there, but it did not change the situation dramatically: there were 100 people in Stanislav, who showed up for the gathering instead of the expected 246, in Otyn – 60 instead of 84
.  One could observe such a situation everywhere.  Besides, Germans by themselves started to take yang people to the Division forcefully, which confirms the note in “The Division Chronics” (Chronika Dyvizii), made on October 20, 1943 in Lviv: “Today the German jandarm brought into the MA office two hand-capted Division volunteers from Sudova Vyshnya.  It were those, who did not went for the training and stayed home instead,”
  and the one, written on October, 29 with the similar content: “Today again one Halychyna Division volunteer from Kaminka Strum[ilovoi], who was bounded, was delivered to the MA office.  Such events occurs more often recently.”
             
Besides, not everybody from the volunteers satisfied the physical requirements: 165 cm high, in a good physical condition and healthy.  During four days of the Recruiting Commission work on 15-16 June there were 2000 volunteers checked up in Stanislav, and only 1300 people recognized as good for the military service.  The interesting is Osyp Navrotsky’s note, the Chief of the MA office – “this Division is shrinking: those, who are not good enough, up to 30 people are being dismissed on every day basis.”
 
The problem of the human resources for the Division forced to look for the new ways to recruit new volunteers.  It was one of the corner stone questions during the MA meetings.  The evidences, that tell us about the crisis, are the announcements, placed in almost every issue of “Lvivski visti,” and which call to join the Division.
 In this connection there was an opinion to transfer to the Division the Ukrainian workers from Germany as well as from the police regiments.
  It was decided to solve this problem in several ways.  In particular, on January 27, 1944 Alfred Bizants published the pamphlet, where the need to establish a cooperation with principals for the better propaganda of the recruitment was expressed.  It was significant, because usually until the mid-February the maturity exam in gymnasiums and teachers seminaries was being taken
   The pamphlet Vo.2, February 16, 1944 informs about the need to form the list of those of volunteers, who was registered, but did not go for the medical check up, which supposedly would insure the success of the recruitment of the volunteers.
  There was even a question about the general mobilization to the Division discussed.  This, as MA members thought, would make cense to be done before the Soviet militaries came, who, probably would’ve looked at the Division combats in a different way.
              
In the beginning of March 1944 the District Administration released a secret order to register all yang mails of Polish and Ukrainian nationalities, who was born 1920-1925, which aimed to mobilize “Ukrainians to the military and Poles for the work,”
  “since German authorities are afraid that with a green grass our youth will go to the forest.”
  MA had no idea about what is going on.  According to the MA members opinion the “mobilization will be achieved later on, but it needs to point out some Ukrainian moments, to evoke enthusiasm, to give an amnesty, to slow down the sharp moves.”
  As we can see there was a constant problem to coordinate the MA, UCC and German administration activities.   
Keeping in mind further forceful recruiting of the youth, the possibility to chose between “the bigger” and “the smaller” evils (the work in Germany –constructions – the Division military training), there is no statistics we have, which would show us clearly, what was the exact number of the real volunteers, and those, who became the volunteers, because they were forced to.
  Although, it is quite plausible, that yang boys, who went for the training in July-August, September 1943, did so, because they did want to – this tendency can be traced in our data also.      

        
It worth to note, that respondents have at least 4-8 grades of school behind them, and 9 people were studying in the gymnasium.  10 people finished 1-2 extra years in the specialized educational institutions, such as trade school, college, vocational school, training courses, and Bohdan Stasiv even studied for a year in the Lviv Tekhnical Institute.
  Nine respondents were born in villages and seven of them – in the towns of a different rank.  Along the lines we deal mostly with city inhabitants – 11 people out of 16 – in other words – they are almost twice more in number then the village inhabitants.  This number of the city inhabitants is connected first of all with a fact, that four of them went for studying to the povitove* town near by or to the center of the Voyevodstvo*.  The tendency of domination of the volunteers – city inhabitants in numbers over the village ones can be observed also in the MA reports for May 1943.
 
The vast majority of the respondents represents first recruiting wave to the Division, who went for the recruiting training in July-August 1943 (12 people), two of them – in September, two more – in the end of October, 1943.  That is exactly why the recollections of this period (according to the respondents –“pretraining societal euphoria”) are the greatest ones, because it was of personal significance for them and their future lifves.  It was exactly one of the most important episodes in their lives, because they constantly refer to it in order to underline that it was their free desission and it was socially significant.  On the one hand it can be explained by the desire to get the legitimate status in the official discourse frame, and on the other – to present their own motivation as an objectieve result of the circumstances that occurred.  At the same time no one of the veterans was sorry because of the choice they have made.   
In the interviews we can find the following characteristics: the guys “did not pay attention to anything at all, they did not care about their lives, nothing,”
 just to go “and what ever will be will be.”
  You can’t imagine and it is hard for you to do so, what kind of inspirational urge to go to the Division the youth had”
 – this is a key statement, which almost every Division member tells and writes about.
 The interesting and not the only one is Svidersky case, who joined the Division, when he was 60 years old.  Who stayed, even the recruiting commission was sending him back home several times, he refused to leave and stayed.
  Recalling his brother Mykola, who was killed, Ostap C. points out that in 1944, being 16 years old, he did every thing possible to enter the Division.  And he managed not just to convince his parents that it is a right thing to do, but also made the recruiters believe that he is 18 years old.
  There are also such 16-17 years old boys among our respondents, who wanted to learn military – Zenon Vrublevsky and Lyubomyr Volynets.
        
On the other hand for Roman Rodlovsky the joining of the Division meant the release from the construction service in “Fatherland SErvice” (“Службі Батьківщині”)
  For Leonid Mukha it automatically meant to be released from the work in Germamny, where he was during the recruitment time.  After he got the vacation and spent it in parents in Warsaw, he learned that such a military unit is being formed and agreed immediately to volunteer to the Division.
   
The rememberance of the episode is possible only than, when it is of a great significance for the individual, although the understanding of this event usually cames much later.  The good deal of the recollections is the uniqe evidences about the unrepeatable events.  The memory keeps all the details of its dynamics, which are not vanishing as the time passes by.  Along with events the unique emotional experience is being remembered.  If the situation repeats regularly it is also being memorized, but due to the emotional habit it is just a generalized image/scenario of the event which assembles.
  As we can see, even now the momemt of the joining the Division recalls a lot of emotions, wearies the training, despite the physical hardship, comes in the general context, although the training places were changed many times.       
    
The human being always tries to explain those things it was impressed by, to find its causes.  Even today the Division members try to explaine that unexpected youth urge, furorius, inspired by this Ukrainian military unit forming.  The ability to wonder is a sign of the yang age, that is why as the person is gaining the experience and the matrixes of possible surprises it is getting much harder to emaze this person as it is getting older.  The evarage age of people, who entered the Division, was 17-23. This very yang age alouds us today to hear the comprihancible story about the event, which happed long time ago, in the late 1930th - early1940th years, about the most remarkable things, which left a deep sign in their memory.  The recollections about this period in their lives have a special significance, because it definded their further faith and biography.       
When people are getting older they learn to defend themselves from the unpleasant emotions of the past and concentrate on the more pleasant ones.
   Emotionally positive recollections aloud to decreas the intencity of the present negative emotions and sometimes they are the route for escape.  On the one hand people tend to prescribe emotions the bigger expressiveness and intencity, than they had in the reality.
  For example, most of the respondents omit to talk about the human loses in the Brody Battle.  They also try to talk about this battle less.  For example, Zenon Aksynchuk asked to read his memoirs about these tragic events in his life, which were already published.
  Since the informants did not participate in the reprisal actions or military crimes, which were associated with the Division, they argue, that such accusations of the Division have no foundation.
  It worth to note, that all of the respondents are men, who because of their upbringing try to keep down and control their emotions during the story telling, they are more close towards their pain, enxiaty, suffer, and yet we manneged to see the men’s tears.  
Thus, one can make a preliminary finding, which could be confirmed or nivelated by the further research when new narrators would be drawed in.  The freshmen-volunteers of the first wave were entering the Division upon their free will, over all they were city inhabitants and the village ones, had quite a good education as for that time, which was not restricted to the regular school, belonged to some societal organizations, which had a direct influence over the life position of each of them.  They leaved in certain historical time with its own challenges and every day life problems, caused by the local specificity of the Halychian region of that very period.  The Division members remain the bright memories of those distanced events.  Along the lines we have to take into account the possible shifts in how they see their past given the hardship they’ve been through, the societal rejection, the pear presser of the Division veteran’s community upon their own thoughts as well as usual human memory’s features.
           
    
    © Товарянська Оксана, 2009 
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